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IOWA ASCD 2017 EDUCATOR ADVOCATES MESSAGE DEVELOPMENT


	ISSUE:  Select one of the three priorities from Iowa ASCD’s Legislative Agenda to address with your legislator:

· Ensuring Equity
· Promoting Excellence
· Supporting Educators


	FOCUS:  Select one or two of the related recommendations from Iowa ASCD’s Legislative Agenda: 







	IMPORTANCE:  Identify local example(s) or a personal story that supports the recommendation(s). 










	FACTS:  Identify data, supporting evidence, or research that makes the case for the recommendations.









	ASK:  Select one of the “policy asks” or language from the recommendations/resources that you want your policymaker to support. 
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MESSAGING CHECKLIST

· Is the topic/issue clearly stated?
· Does the story clearly relate to the recommendations?
· Is the example understandable, compelling, and succinct?
· Do the facts (e.g., data, evidence, research) relate to the recommendation(s)?  Double check the accuracy of your facts?

· Do the facts support the “ask”?
· Was the “ask” clearly stated or were potential policy solutions discussed?
· Does your message contain simple, clear language and avoid “eduspeak” or acronyms that might be difficult to understand?


[bookmark: _GoBack]TOUGH QUESTIONS:  What questions or issues might arise during your meeting related to this topic, your points, and your “ask”?  Anticipate political pushback and brainstorm your defense.
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LEARN. TEACH. LEAD.








